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(54) RUNNING PATH DETECTOR FOR VEHICLE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a running path detector which 
does not erroneously detect a smear as a running path. 
SOLUTION: A camera 1 takes the picture of a running path with 
automatic exposure and a running path detecting section 7 recognizes 
the running path by detecting a high-luminance continuous area in the 
taken picture. When the camera takes the picture of the running path, 
a low-sensitivity camera 3 having the same photographing area as the 
camera 1 has takes the picture of the running path by using the 
exposure time calculated by means of an exposure time calculator 8 
so as to prevent the occurrence of a smear based on the exposure 
time information of the camera 1 . A multiplier 4 corrects the lightness 
of the picture taken with the camera 3 to that of the picture taken with 
the camera 1 by using a correction parameter. A subtractor 5 
subtracts the original picture taken with the camera from the lightness- 
corrected picture and a high-luminance area detecting circuit 6 detects a high-luminance area from the 
difference picture. Since the detecting section 7 is constituted to exclude high-luminance points detected in 
the high-luminance area from detected candidates of the running path, such a highly reliable running path 
detector that does not erroneously detect a smear as a running path even when the smear occurs in the 
running path detecting picture can be obtained. 
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